MATERIAL AND METHODS
This study includes 26 localities in the floodplain of the Amazon River in the Brazilian territory, between the municipalities of Tabatinga, state of Amazonas, and Afuá, state of Pará (MOREIRA et al. 2011: fig. 1 ; this work: Tab. I). The examined material was collected on floating plants of Eichhornia Kunth (Commelinales: Pontederiaceae) or on U.V. light traps positioned near the water, and additional qualitative collections were conducted in streams (igarapés) and lakes near the sampling sites. Jorge L. Nessimian and Neusa Hamada collected samples from stations 1-13, and Nelson Ferreira-Jr. and Paulo de Marco-Jr. collected samples from stations 14-26. Even with the additional collections, no Veliidae specimens have been found in some of the localities.
Specimens have been fixed, preserved and examined in 80% ethanol, and belong to the collections of the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas da Amazônia (INPA) and Coleção Entomológica Professor José Alfredo Pinheiro Dutra, Departamento de Zoologia, Instituto de Biologia, Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro (DZRJ). Identification of specimens was based mainly on DRAKE & HARRIS (1928) , DRAKE & HUSSEY (1951) , NIESER & ALKINS- KOO (1991) , POLHEMUS & SPANGLER (1995) , POLHEMUS (1997) , MELO (1997), and MOREIRA et al. (2010) . Abbreviations used for measurements are as follows: body length (BL), head length (HL), head width through eyes (HW), length of antennomeres I-IV (ANT I, ANT II, ANT III, ANT IV), minimum interocular distance (INT), maximum eye width (EYE), pronotum length on midline (PL), pronotum width (PW), length of fore leg segments (FORELEG), length of middle leg segments (MIDLEG), length of hind leg segments (HINDLEG), femoral length (FEM), tibial length (TIB), length of tarsomeres I-II (TAR I, TAR II).
Description of
Microvelia urucara sp. nov.
Figs 1-4
Macropterous male. BL 1. , TAR I 0.10-0.11, TAR II 0.13-0.14. Head dorsally dark yellow to brown with longitudinal median line darker; ventrally dark yellow to orange. Antennomere I yellow, darker at apex; II-IV pale brown. Eyes dark brown. Rostrum yellowish-brown, except article IV dark brown. Pronotum pale brown to brown with transverse yellow to orange yellow band on anterior lobe, extending from one eye to the other, and longitudinal median carina of posterior lobe yellow to pale brown. Humeri slightly paler than rest of pronotum. Margins of pronotal punctuations dark brown to black. Sides of thorax brown to dark brown with area between prothorax and mesothorax (near pronotal humeri) marked by yellow to orange yellow. Venter of thorax brown, darker laterally and on intersegmental areas. Dorsum of abdomen orange brown to dark brown with outer portion of connectives contrasting in yellow or orange brown. Abdominal sternites orange brown to dark brown, paler posteriorly. Genital segments yellow to pale brown. Fore wings pale brown with one irregular whitish macula inside each closed cell and two near apex. Coxae and trochanters pale. Fore femur pale yellow. Mid and hind femora with base yellow, becoming pale brown or yellowish-brown apically. Tibiae pale brown. Tarsi pale brown to brown. Head well inserted into pronotum, sparsely covered by short brown setae. Antenna reaching well beyond humeri, almost to apex of pronotum. Antennomere I covered by thick dark setae; II-III covered by thinner longer setae. Antennomere I thickest, curved outward; II widening to apex, at apex thicker than III-IV; III cylindrical, slightly thinner than IV; IV fusiform. Rostrum slightly surpassing anterior margin of mesonotum.
Pronotum subpentagonal, divided into anterior and posterior lobe. Anterior lobe with transverse row of punctuations adjacent to anterior margin, interrupted centrally. Another row between anterior and posterior lobes, interrupted on longitu- dinal median carina. Posterior lobe with several scattered punctuations and weak longitudinal median carina, fainting posteriorly. Humeri slightly elevated. Posterior angle of pronotum broadly rounded. Side of prothorax with two circular punctuations anteriorly and row on posterior intersegmental area. Rows of punctuations on intersegmental area between pro-and mesosternum, meso-and metasternum, and anterior and posterior margin of abdominal sternite I. Abdominal connectives slightly elevated, densely covered by thick dark setae on outer margins, with apex rounded. Last abdominal tergite subquadrate, about as long as two preceding tergites. Abdominal sternite I broadly carinated medially. Remaining abdominal sternites unmodified. Posterior margin of last abdominal sternite broadly concave. Genital segment I wide dorsally, lateral margins slightly tapering, posterior margin concave (Fig. 2) . Venter of genital segment I with posterior margin well exposed, broadly roundly excavated ( Distribution. Microvelia urucara sp. nov. has been collected exclusively with light traps, near lakes and a stream from the Amazon River floodplain; no specimens have been collected in association with the hydrophytes sampled. The distributional range of this species along the Amazon River is of more than 1,500 km.
Etymology. This species is named after the municipality of Urucará, state of Amazonas, where the holotype was collected.
Remarks. The flattened ventral side of the relatively long second genital segment (Fig. 3) separates M. urucara sp. nov. from other Neotropical Microvelia, except for Microvelia costaiana Drake & Hussey, 1951 from Rio de Janeiro. The second genital segment is ventrally convex on the vast majority of species occurring in Tropical America, a feature that can be easily observed by placing the genital segments in lateral view. Besides being flattened, the second genital segment of M. urucara sp. nov. is projected on the posterolateral angles, a condition that is not common among Neotropical Microvelia. Both M. urucara sp. nov. and M. costaiana lack any conspicuous modification of the body and legs; tubercles and spines are absent. Based on the original description, both species can be separated by the color pattern, the head with a pair of broad yellowish stripes, legs dark fuscous-brown and venter of abdomen bluish-black in M. costaiana, whereas the head is entirely yellow or brown, legs are mostly yellow and abdomen brown in M. urucara sp. nov. They can also be separated by the shapes of the posterior margin of last abdominal sternite and of the dorsum of abdominal segment I, which are both truncate in M. costaiana, and concave in M. urucara sp. nov. Finally, specimens of M. urucara sp. nov. are distinctly shorter than those of M. costaiana, macropterous individuals of the first species are about 1.6 mm long, whereas apterous of the second are 2.0 mm long. Based on the drawing provided in the original description, M. cavernula Polhemus, 1972 , from Venezuela, might have a flattened second genital segment, but this characteristic has not been mentioned in the description itself, or in the diagnosis of the species. The second genital segment is also relatively long, but lacking the posterolateral projections seen in M. urucara sp. nov. The shape of the last abdominal sternite also separates the two species, only M. cavernula bearing a deep posterior excavation.
Species collected and their distributions
The distributions of all specimens examined for the present study along the Amazon River floodplain are displayed on table II. Besides M. urucara sp. nov., representatives of nine other veliid species have been collected and examined: Microvelia mimula White, 1879, M. pulchella Westwood, 1834, M. summersi Drake & Harris, 1928 , M. venustatis Drake & Harris, 1933 , Paravelia capixaba Moreira, Nessimian & Rúdio, 2010 , Rhagovelia jubata Bacon, 1948 , Steinovelia virgata (White, 1879 , Stridulivelia alia (Drake, 1957) , and Stridulivelia raspa (Hungerford, 1929) .
Among the species cited above, only two had not yet been recorded from the Brazilian Amazon: P. capixaba and M. summersi. Paravelia capixaba was reported in 2010 from the state of Espírito Santo, Brazil, and no other records have been published then since. We acknowledge that the records presented here are very far from the type-locality. However, after comparing our exemplars with the types, including detailed analysis of the male proctiger and parameres, we are confident that they represent the same species. Microvelia summersi had been recorded from "Brazil" by DRAKE & HUSSEY (1955) , but the record did not include further details. The species is also known from Grenada, Trinidad & Tobago, Panama and Guyana, and its occurrence in Northern Brazil was not unexpected.
In addition to these new records, R. jubata is recorded for the first time from the state of Amazonas, and M. mimula, M. pulchella and M. venustatis are recorded for the first time from the state of Pará. Table II . Distribution of the Veliidae collected along the Amazon River floodplain, Brazil. Material collected on streams or lakes near the main sampling sites are marked by an exclamation mark. New records are displayed by "+" sign on the last three columns.
Species
Collecting stations New records
Brazilian Amazon Amazonas Pará
Microvelia mimula 1A, 3, 4, 4!, 5, 15, 16, 17!, 18, 20, 22, 24, 25 
